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places Communists served as agents for the distribution of Samaran.
[Their services were no longer available.] Thus in the most
reprehensible fashion, the party leadership revenged itself on
Ismat Pasha and sought to choke off a truly splendid ideological
journal. It was a life-and-death struggle that Samaran was forced to
wage.
I joined Samaran as an assistant editor at such a time.
Kamaraj became Chief Minister of Madras. At all levels in-the
state of Madras the Brahmin-non-Brahmin issue found a place and
problems came to be viewed in the context of that issue.
Periyar extended his support to Kamaraj and his council of
ministers and described his position to the people from his own
angle. Kamaraj and the Congress did not either refute or accept his
description. We regarded such a posture as sheer opportunism,
unworthy of a nationalist party. We believed that it could eventually
lead only to evil in the form of dangerous, uncivilized, anti-national
conditions.
It was true enough that the Congress Party had taken no steps to
seek Periyar's support. But the responsibility of a nationalist leader-
ship could not properly be deemed to end at that point.
Periyar depicted Kamaraj as a foe of Brahmins and his ministry
as anti-Brahmin. He fashioned arguments that gained acceptance
among the people. ,
The previous ministry headed by Rajaji had sought to introduce a
new system of craft-based education. It was a good system. Had
the educational system been organized on that basis many of the
problems that emerged during the last 20 years might have been
averted. Rajaji's plan was to transform the existing Macaulay
education system of training slaves. That system provided for
education unrelated to life, made students unfit for any work, and
sacrificed them at the altar of diplomas and degrees.
The change that Rajaji proposed was good. His goal was an
educational system that would confer dignity on labour and induce
self-respect in every person. Only if educated people honoured
manual labour could we overcome the economic disorganization of
the country, the slave mentality of bogus intellectuals and the problem
of mass unemployment. Because of such reasons, Mahatrna Gandhi
too was of the view that a major change in the educational system
was necessary. Marxists also believed that change was indispensable.
Marxists respect work and workers more than anything else on